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A Hellenistic Funerary Stele from Heraion 
Teikhos (Karaevlialtı)

Filiz Dönmez-Öztürk - Hüseyin Sami Öztürk

Özet
Makalede konu edilen yazıt, Tekirdağ’a yaklaşık 15 km mesafede, modern adı Karaevlialtı 
olan, antik adının ise Heraion Teikhos (= Karaevlialtı) olduğu düşünülen mevkiide yürütülen 
arkeolojik kazıda 2001 yılı çalışmalarında ele geçmiştir. Yazıtta geçen alpha, omega, pi ve mü 
harflerinin özel şekilleri yazıtı Hellenistik Dönem’e tarihlendirmektedir. Yazıtın ikinci satırında 
geçen Ἀσσαράγωι sözcüğü büyük bir olasılıkla Homeros’un Ilias adlı destanında bahsedildiği 
üzere Ankhises’in dedesi ve Tros’un üç oğlundan biri olan Dardanos Kralı Assarakos’un adından 
türetilmiş bir kabile ismidir. Bu nedenle Karaevlialtı yazıtında geçen Ἀσσάροις sözcüğü Assara 
kenti sakinlerini ifade etmek amacıyla kullanılmış bir ethnikon olmalıdır.

Anahtar Kelimeler: Trakheia, Heraion Teikhos, Assara, Hellenistik mezar yazıtı

Abstract
The inscription discussed in this article was discovered during archaeological excavations 
undertaken in 2001 in present day Karaevlialtı, whose ancient name is thought to be Heraion 
Teikhos, located 15 km from Tekirdağ. The special shapes of the letters alpha, omega, pi and 
mu in the inscription allow it to be dated to the Hellenistic Period. The word Ἀσσαράγωι in 
the second line of the inscription is a tribe name derived from the name of King Assarakos of 
Dardanos, who was the grandfather of Ankhises and one of the three sons of Tros, as mentioned 
in Homer’s Iliad. So In that case, the word Ἀσσάροις in the Karaevlialtı inscription must be an 
ethnikon referring to the inhabitants of the city of Assara.

Keywords: Trakheia, Heraion Teikhos, Assara, Hellenistic funerary inscription
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The inscription discussed in this article was discovered during archaeological 
excavations undertaken in 2001 in present-day Karaevlialtı,1 whose ancient name 
is thought to be Heraion Teikhos,2 located 15 km from Tekirdağ.
 The name of the ancient city of Heraion Teikhos, where the inscription was 
found, is mentioned both by ancient writers and in epigraphic sources. Known to 
be founded by colonists from Samos,3 like other Samian colonies along the north-
ern coast of the Sea of Marmara such as Perinthos and Bisanthe, Herodotus says 
about Heraion to be “a polis close to Perinthos”.4 The famous orator Demosthenes 
mentions the name of the city, when he speaks of Philip II’s invasion of Odrysian 
Kingdom of King Kersobleptes, capturing Byzantion and Perinthos and besieging 
Kersobleptes’ castle, Heraion Teikhos.5

 Apart from the ancient sources mentioned above, the name of the city was en-
countered in three other epigraphic texts: The earliest of them is a Theoroi report 
found in Delphoi and dated to the IIIrd century BCE;6 while another is a votive 
inscription for King Mostis,7 the popular assembly of Heraion Teikhos and Hermes 
Agoraios.8 The third inscription recovered in Odessos and dating to the Ist century 
BCE honors Menogenes of Heraion Teikhos, son of Asklepiades, who was selected 
as strategos by King Saladas during the Mithridatic Wars.9

 Although the location of the city is not precisely determined, both the stelae and 
pottery findings dating to the Hellenistic period uncovered during the Tekirdağ-
İstanbul highway construction and the other findings recovered during excavations 
undertaken since 2000 in the area and especially the red-figure vessels imported 
from Athens and dating to the Classical period are important to show that there 
was an important trading port in the area. Indeed, emulating its metropolis Samos 

1 The archaeological excavations in Karaevlialtı commenced in 2000 are carried out under the directory of 
Prof. Neşe Atik (Namık Kemal University, Head of Department of Archaeology). We wish to thank Prof. 
Neşe Atik for allowing us to publish the inscription.

2 See TIB 12 s.v. Hēraion Teichos.
3 Et. M. 396. 40: Ἡραῖον τεῖχος, χωρίον ἐν Θρᾴκῃ ὑπὸ Σαμίων δὲ ᾠκίσθη.
4 Hdt. iv 90.
5 Demosth. Olynt. iii 4.
6 Flacelıere 1928, 190; Robert 1948, 56.
7 The name of King Mostis is mentioned in two epigraphic texts (Taşlıklıoğlu 1971, 227-228; Sayar 

1992, 190) and rather on his coinage; while Head dates him to the end of the IIIrd and beginning of the IInd 
century BCE by looking at his coin types, (Head 1911, 285); Y. Youroukova and A. Salaĉ date him to 
the last quarter of the IInd century and the beginning of the Ist century BCE (Salaĉ 1931, 48; Youroukova 
1976, 33-39). For commentary on the subject, see Sayar 1999, 257 ff.

8 Sayar 1992, 190 ff.; SEG XLIV 662; BE 1993, 99; Sayar 1999, 260.
9 Salaĉ 1931, 48; Robert 1948, 56; IGBulg I 43.
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founding Heraion in its vicinity as a cult center, Heraion Teikhos is thought to be 
founded by the Samian colony of Perinthos as a cult center and market town.10 
Thanks to the first line of an inscription on the pediment of another unearthed 
stele found in Karaevlialtı,11 the stele is thought to be dedicated to Goddess Hera, 
which was discovered in an area resembling the Samian Heraion. This inscription 
is also thought to be pointing to the first four letters of Heraion, therefore making it 
an epigraphic document corresponding to the statements of ancient lexicographers 
and geographers and localization of the city in the area,12 as the information given 
by them on the location of Heraion Teikhos point to this vicinity as well. Indeed, 
the city of Hiereo, which is shown 16 Roman miles from Perinthos in Tabula 
Peutingeriana, coincides with the archaeological site in the vicinity of Karaevlialtı; 
the name Hiereo must be the transformed form of Heraion over the years to the 
12th-13th centuries CE, the date of the map.13

 As mentioned above, another stele with a seven-line inscription found during 
the 2001 excavation period in Karaevlialtı, which was reused in a structure dating 
to the Roman period. While the stele’s left and right sides are intact, the bottom 
section after the end of the inscription is broken. The top section is in the acroterion 
shape. The back side of the stele is left rough.

Dimensions: H: 35 cm; W: 25 cm; D: 5 cm; LH: 1.4-5 cm.

 Ἐφ’ ἱερέως Χαβρίου, Λυσίμαχος καὶ
 οἱ συνστρατιώται Ἀσσαράγωι.

 Οἱ συνστρατιώ- Οἱ συνστρατι-
 ται στεφανοῦσι ώ ται στεφανοῦ-
 τὸν ἡγεμόνα Λυ- σι Λυσίμαχον Θε-
 σίμαχον Θεοδώ- οδώρου ταμιε[ύ]-
 ρου. σαντα.

Translation
During the priesthood of Khabrias, Lysimakhos and his brothers-in-arms in As-
sarakos. His brothers-in-arms, crown commander Lysimakhos, son of Theodoros 
with a wreath.
 His brothers-in-arms, crown Lysimakhos, son of Theodoros, who was a treas-
urer, with a wreath. The special shapes of the letters alpha, omega, pi and mu in 
the inscription allow it to be dated to the Hellenistic period. The expression Ἐφ’ 
ἱερέως Χαβρίου (= during the priesthood of Khabrias) in the first line of the in-
scription, shows that the priesthood is an eponymous office. As known, dating in 
accordance with the term of office of a civil servant is frequently encountered in a 
Hellenic polis. Indeed, whether Heraion Teikhos and other Hellenic colonies lying 

10 Loukopoulou 1989, 96 ff.
11 Taşlıklıoğlu 1971, 98, no. 3.
12 Loukopoulou 1989, 101. See also on the subject, Sayar 1999, 264, fn. 42.
13 Weber 1976, 26.
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on the northern coast of Sea of Marmara were under the dominion of the Odrysian 
Kingdom or not during the Hellenistic period to which the inscription is dated 
based on letter characters, is under debate. Although from time to time, the Thra-
cian kings conquered these settlements, it seems that the Thracians preferred not 
to interfere with the commercial activities and local governments of these colonies. 
Thus Khabrias, as it was custom in a fully independent Hellenic city, could have 
been used in dating the inscription as an eponymous priest. In other words, it is 
not the local Thracian traditions, but the Hellen traditions prevalent throughout 
the Aegean and the Mediterranean were in the foreground in the settlement in 
Karaevlialtı (Heraion Teikhos). This shows us that the settlement, where the inscrip-
tion was discovered, enjoyed a great deal of independence, at least in its internal 
affairs, but most likely, in its foreign relations as well, at the time of the erection of 
the inscription.
 The word Ἀσσαράγωι in the second line of the inscription is most likely a tribe 
name derived from the name of King Assarakos of Dardanos,14 who was the grand-
father of Ankhises15 and one of the three sons of Tros,16 as mentioned in Homer’s 
Iliad.17 Indeed, it is highly probable that the name of the city of Assara18 located in 
the Mygdonia Region of Macedonia, which in turn got its name from the Thra-
cian people called the Mygdones, might have derived from the same root. Possibly, 
a group from King Assarakos of Dardanos’ subjects eventually migrated to that 
region and settled there, giving their name to the region. The name of this settle-
ment is also mentioned in the famous geographer Ptolemy and in the dictionary 
of Stephanus of Byzantium as “Asseros” or “Assoros.”19 Alongside the literary texts, 
the name of the aforementioned city of Asseros is mentioned in an inscription. The 
said inscription is a list of those who made offerings to gods in Delphoi, in whose 
eighty eighth line between Thasos and Maroneia, the name of the city is written as 
ἐ[ν Ἀ]σ[σ]άροις.20 In that case, the word Ἀσσάροις in the Karaevlialtı inscription 
must be an ethnikon referring to the inhabitants of the city of Assara.
 Based on the expressions “the brothers-in-arms in Assaros/Assarans” 
(συνστρατιώται Ἀσσαράγωι) in the second, third and eighth lines referring to 
the brothers-in-arms of Lysimakhos and ταμιε[ύ]σαντα (= was a treasurer) in the 
eleventh and twelfth lines of the inscription, it can be said that these men must have 
served under their commander Lysimakhos as mercenaries. Possibly, Lysimakhos’ 
brothers-in-arms from Assaros were honoring Lysimakhos, who was their com-
mander and the one paid them before or after a military action at the settlement 
in Karaevlialtı, with a wreath.

14 Qu. Sm. 6, 145; Apd. iii 12, 2; Dion. Hal. i 62; Diod. iv 75.
15 Hom. Il. xx 239.
16 Hom. Il. xx 231-232.
17 The existence of the people named Ἀσσαράκαι also in Libya is known from Ptol. iv 6, 22.
18 Hdt. vii 122; Geyer 1928, 655 ff.
19 Ptol. iii 12, 33; Steph. Byz. 136, 1.
20 Plassart 1921, 18; Manganaro 1964, 420 ff.
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