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ABSTRACT

In Sikh religion many socio-religious movements has been carried in the 19" century but Singh Sabha
movement was not only based on pure Sikh religion but also it was based on Democratic and Western thoughts.
Many Sikh leaders put efforts for the growth of Sikh religion. Bhai Thakur Singh Sandhawalia and Bhai Gurmukh Singh
were its main leaders. They had set up new principles for the Sikhs and reorganize the Sikh religion. They also worked for
the Sikhs social, economic, political and educational upliftment. But many times they faced many conflicts amongst them.
In 1925, it shifted to SG.P.C.
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INTRODUCTION

Like Hindus, the work of religious & social awakegiamong the Sikhs had been carried on in the |3
part of 19" century by numerous sects and organizationstieeNirankaris, the Namdharis, the Radha Swassitst
of Beas and the Sri Guru Singh SaBtafsthose organizations -the last was the mosvedifganization which had
a vital influence in the awakening of the Sikh coanmity. The earlieiSikh movements, Nirankaris and Namdhar
which were organized in the Punjab, had failedegpond to the challenge of the tifieThe Sikh Community itself
was divided into two groups, those who consider&tiSn as a new faith on the independent entity thode who
considered Sikhism as a branch of the Hindu Praéststill owing allegiance to the Hindu deitiesda
conventions. In these circumstances it was essential for théasSto try to understand them and solve th
problems in the lift of the changed social real@gfore the Singh Sabha, thiérankarishad done their works morg
in the Northern and North-Western districts of Rinand theNamdharisin Sutlej area. But both the movemen
failed to face the challenges posed by the Christigssionaries. Sikhs were greatly alarmed by threersions to
Christianity. The first Sikh who was converted thriStianity was Daud Singh who, while on a visitGawnpore
was baptized by Rev. W.N. Pervens. From the Sogetyhe propagation of the Gospel. This conversiok place
in 1853. Maharaja Dalip Singh who after the anniexabf the Punjab was under the protection of thiidb
Government was also converted to Christianity. fiséorical conversion of Maharaja Dalip Singh wa®a signal
for the Sikhs. Some of the other aristocratic Si&hilies also adopted Christianity and the mostl weabwn
amongst them was Raja Harnam Singh of Kapurthafe $ikh youth, who were educated in the mission
schools, also come under the influence of Chrigttiaim 1873 four Sikh Students Attar Singh, Ayan@h, Santokh
Singh and Sadhu Singh of the Mission High Schoohrifsar come under the influence of Christian noisaries

and were actually converted to Christiarfity.

1'5.C.Sharmarhe Singh Sabha Movement and Transformation of SikiSociety, The Punjab Past and Present,

Punjab University Patiala, April, 1987, P.25.
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2 Sukhjit Kaur

The British Government was also taking a keen @#em detailing Christianity because they had fdith the
Sikh andPathanare two such like communities who can again reabliny time against the British in Punjab. Thetieen
of Sikhs isMajha and that of the Pathans Rishore In case they acquire them then they would haceraplished their
control on PunjaB.The British asked Pandit Shardha Ram Philauri itevBikh history but he started writing wrongly
about Sikh Gurus, which provoked the Siklttsalso provided the Sikhs with an opportunity émnove the evils prevailing

among them.

The situation became very serious when four Sikld&tts, as already reported, were forced to adopst@nity.
A meeting to muster forces for allroumnthic upliftment was concerned by Harsha Singh Dhupid Bnakur Singh
Sandhawalia in July, 1873 in Amritsar at thengaof Majithian in the Darbar SahibThis meeting was attended by large
number of Sikhs of different ranks and it was deditb form an association of the Sikhs which sheffectively unite the
community and also guide it on the right path. Tibev association which came into being on July 3331was given the
name ofSri Guru Singh Sabha AmritsiiThe inaugural meeting of the Singh Sabha was hel@'d October on the

Dussehra Day.

The site chosen for the meeting wdanji Sahib The meeting was attended by the leading chibénlbgians
and the important dignitaries connected with $iilkh Takhtand theGurdwaras® The members of Singh Sabha had great
faith in Sikh religion, like Baba Khem Singh Bedhakur Singh Sandhawalia, Kanwar Bikram Singh opit#hala and
Gyani Gian Singh of Amritsdf. All these people were drawn from the traditioSéth Elite, noted for their loyalty

towards the British and showed keen interest irgtireeral welfare of the Sikh communtty.

Khem Singh Bedi was the main leader of Singh S&bbeement. He led his life educating the Sikhs. ésvdue
to his efforts that many schools were establishegarious parts of Punjab. He spent a lot on edutate was in support

of female education. He played an important rol@nmritsar Singh Sabha.

Kanwar Bikram Singh of Kapurthala was an importéigre of Amritsar Singh Sabha. He was one of the
recipients of the mutiny medal for his distinguigteervices in crushing the revolt of 185He was the master of classical
music. He wanted Punjab to follow western styleddication. He wanted the Sikh girls to be educaéthe time of his
death, in 1887 he was elected as president ofitlh Sabha of Jalandhdt.

Thakur Singh Sandhawalia was the first presidentSofgh Sabha Amritsar. He played a crucial role in
establishing Singh Sabha. In the beginning, Th&kngh Sandhawalia was in the good books of thasBrit But after his
travel to England, the British government chandesirtperspective towards him because he was inr faf/dringing
Maharaja Dalip Singh back to India so that he cavehcontrol on Punjab once again. The governmentdsagainst him

after this and he therefore had to leave Puhjab.

Gyani Gian Singh was the first secretary of Singbl&, Amritsar. His important role was in promotfignjabi

language and historfwarikh Guru KhalsandPanth Parkashare his celebrated works.

Besides stressing for reformation of the Sikh ielig these people were also desirous of its folnatvith
modern Democratic System. These were the enligtitpeesonalities of th&amajwho wanted to help Sikh religion to

reach new heights of glory. They had kept new aimtkeir minds. The Objectives of the Singh Sabharifsar were:
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¢ Torestore Sikhism to its pristine purity.
¢ To edit and publish historical and religious books.

e To propagate current knowledge, using Punjabi laggwas their medium and to start magazines andpapess

in the same language.

e To reform and being into the Sikh fold for thoseowlad diverged from the right path through heresyi social

activities or political bias.

¢ To interest the highly placed English men in anduea their association with the educational Prognarnof the
Singh Sabha.

e To cultivate loyalty to the Crowtf.

* The main aim of the Singh Sabha movement in thegilieg conditions was to get recognition for th&Hs as a

separate community in politics and 1&{v.

The main objective of Amritsar Singh Sabha waspiiftuSikhs on social and religious fronts with thelp of the
government. The membership of the Singh Sabha wdended to Sikhs residing all over the province.
Certain qualifications were, however, laid down floe members. Each Member was required to be al&ikimg a firm
belief in the teachings of the Gurus. He was atsired to pay a monthly subscription, fixed framd to time, towards
the funds of the Sabha. All the members were redquio take a pledge of service and devotion toctramunity &
legality to the Sabha. In the beginning the totainber of the members of the Singh Sabha was ninaty Most of the

members in Amritsar Sabha were from upper clases.

An Executive Committee of the Singh Sabha was doesti in which Thakur Singh Sandhawalia was the
President & its first Secretary was Gyani Gian 8inbhe overall control and management of the StBgbha was vested
in the President who presided over all the meetafghe Sabha. The function of the Secretary wadraft a Schedule of
the proceedings to be laid down in the meetingthefSingh SabHa slowly and steadily after this its numbers started
increasing. Besides the President & the Secrethgy,new office bearers included Vice President,istast Secretary
Gyani (Scholar in Sikh Scriptures)pdeshal{Preacher) Treasuries & Librarfdnthe office bearers were elected for one

year but they could be re-elected in case theytherconfidence of the members of the Sabha.

The meetings of the Singh Sabha were also heldselhgere of two types: ordinary and emergency.
Ordinary meetings were held regularly after sonmeeti once a week or a fortnight to discuss day-tp-dfairs.
Emergency meetings were held on some importanesssthose decision required immediate attentions&heeetings
used to be held especially during the main festivat its annual meetings@lana Jor-Mela usually held at the end of the
year, the Sabha took stock of their activities &iagements during the yedrAll the decisions of the Singh Sabha known

asGurmataswere made by the majority of Vot&s.

The donations made by the members of the Singh&Salene the only source of income. The Sabha kept a
regular record of its income and expendittir@he original fund, raised at the time of the fangiof the Singh Sabha
amounted to Rs. 5037 The Singh Sabha was connected with aristocracyaludich they were considered as the richest
Sabha.
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The Singh Sabha gained immediate popularity ambagenlightened sections of the Sikh community. Uisth
however, be admitted that the appeal of the Siregph&, Amritsar was mainly confined to the urbarasr&he orthodox
Sikhs living in the Villages, failed to apprecidle new ideology. They made fun of the Singh Sdéhaders. The people
from countryside began to criticize the Singh Sa&haiculed them by sayingJadon Muk Gaye Ghar Vicho daane, Ban
Gaye Singh Sabhiyg(Meaning, that when the grain basket is emgtgytbecome members of Singh Sabha) Some people
ridiculed the Singh Sabha by calling it &ifigh Safd- the words signifying destruction.

The members of Singh Sabha hailed from aristocfatitlies due to which they never refrained fronojithg
partial attitude towards the lower strata of lifdaey sided with the Priests in discriminatingiagt the low caste Sikhs,
who were not allowed to visit the GurdwafasThey were not granted the right to make offeriffghey created great
difference between the high & low due to which Aisair Singh Sabha could not get the support of lastecSikhs.

Baba Khem Singh Bedi tried to wield absolute cdnireer the activities of the Sabha. Being a didktcendent
of Guru Nanak, he aspired for reverences due taéseendent of a Guru and claimed some priviléggs.wanted a well
furnished seatGudeld for himself even in the presence of the Holy Gm&hThis was not linked by the Sikhs for a
progressive outlook Thus some members expressed their disliking fos#mee and protested against his demand because
they wanted equality for all. The Singh Sabhadowt establish its hold with the same spirit glavhich it had to come
with force. Its members could not get out of theutd of upper class due to which the Sikhs of gttmaights came out of
it and they planned about forming a new Singh Sabhahore® Lahore was the capital of the then Punjab andthas

main trade center due to which it was decidedSiragh Sabha must be formed.

The enthusiasm with which the Singh Sabha camedristence did not last long, due to some vestetdats
aspiring for the fulfillment of their personal artibhs. The favoritism related to the caste was iooet as befor#'
The radical among the Sikhs disassociated thenmsdhoen the activities of the Amritsar Singh Sabbaestablish a
separate Singh Sabha at Lahore. Lahore, the capitiaé Punjab and being an important place wasatas a site for the
new Singh Sabh#.

Bhai Gurmukh Singh convened a meeting of promirgikhs on November 2, 1879 at the birth place ofuGur
Ram Dass at Lahorét was decided to constitute a body of progresSikés to lay down the policies and programmes of
the new Singh Sabha and organize their activib@ésan Buta Singh was the elected President and Bliamukh Singh
as the Secretaryl.A resolution was passed that the Amritsar Singbh&zhad failed to protect the rights of the lowteas
Sikhs. Under the guidance of its dynamic leaddrs, ltahore Singh Sabha became more democratic iractea and
developed a wider and more comprehensive appraaerds both the high and the low caste Sikhs arttidu extended
its activities to both urban and rural areas of Blumjab. These leaders were strongly opposed tmstieution of human
worship and regarded all men as equal. They judg®an by his worth and not by his bifth.

Bhai Gurmukh Singh made an appeal to the Sikha|l @fastes and classes, to enlist themselves asteelrs for
the newly formed Sabha and to carry their messagavéry corner of the Punjdblt was decided to organize meetings
and lectures, to raise subscriptions and to unkieftaeaching tours for the movements. Bhai Gurnbikigh, Gyani Ditt

Singh and Bhai Jawahar Singh may truly be regaaddtie chief Architects of The Lahore Singh Sabha.

It is believed that no work can be fulfilled withtalhe wish of God but one still needs methods anndgqrures to

execute the work. Bhai Gurmukh Singh is the one whweed the Sikh religion from moving towards itdimotion>’
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Bhai Gurumukh Singh (1849-1898) was born in a daarily at Kapurthala. His father was employed asak in the
palace kitchen of the Raja of Kapurthala. He wakediby the royal family in securing good educatibie. joined as
lecturer in Oriental College, Lahore. He played amant part in the establishment @iirmukhi Akhbarl880, Vidyarak
Panjab 1881, Sudharak 1885, Khalsa Gazettear1885% He was also the founder of the Singh Sabha. Abalie
Bhai Gurmukh Singh possessed a magnetic personlityh attracted many admirefsUnder his guidance Gyani Ditt
Singh also started working for the Sikh religfén.

Gyani Ditt Singh (1853-1901) a Ramdasia Sikh was ofithe leading spirits of the Lahore Singh Sabtewas
the one who bring enlightenment in Sikhs for theligion** He was born in Nandpur Kalaur, a village in Patidde was
fond of education so he shifted to Ambala underghielance of Sant Gurbaksh Singh Gulabdasiye. lda attained the
higher levels of education under the guidanc@afdits, Giyanis, Sadhus and Salitafter that one of his friends Bhai
Jawahar Singh who was a follower of Gulab DassejdiArya Samaj at Lahore. With his help Ditt Sindgsaced the exam
for Gyani and started working at Oriental College. He gaiaddt of knowledge about Arya Samaj from Bhai Jaava
Singh. He continued promoting about Arya Samaj efeer Swami Dayanand left Punjéb.

He met Prof. Gurmukh Singh in Oriental College wdave him knowledge about Sikh religion. He was told
about the worsening conditions prevalent in thén3&igion. He entered back to the Sikh religion atarted working for
Singh Sabha. He spread the message of the Sindta $taough press and platform. Through his lectarebwritings, he
condemned idolatry, caste system and the institutfdGurudom He came into an open clash with Swami Dayanand fo
his Anti-Sikh Propaganda. Ditt Singh was a writad @ journalist of great reputatf§nFrom 1886 till his death in 1901,

he remained the editor of théalsa AkhbailLahore. He rendered Yeoman's service for the SBefsha movemerit.

Bhai Jawahar Singh (1853-1902) was very close torkh Singh and Gyani Ditt Singh. He was employeda
clerk in the North Western Railway manager’s offiele was a Khatri Sikh belonging to Gujranwala. Kither was a
Granthi at Golden Temple. He honored Swami Dayanand aarhigal in Punjab and became a leading memberrgd A
Samaj at Lahor& But after getting influenced from Bhai Gurmukh @inhe joined back the Sikh religion and started
promoting it. He was the President of Khalsa Ca@f¥gBhai Jawahar Singh’s services for the cause oSihgh Sabha

were incomparably worthy.

The policy of the Lahore Sabha was mainly diredigdsurmukh Singh and Gyani Ditt Singh. After a esrof

discussions, the following program was put forthresbasis for the activities of the Singh Sabha:

e The activities of the Sabha should be directedhteck the external influences and undesirable elesm&hich
have engulfed into Sikhs mindset. The Sabha w8l aindertake the aim to eradicate the social evitg;h were

hindering the progress of the Sikh community.
¢ The main objective of the Singh Sabha was to imtalthe love for Sikhism amongst the Sikh masses.

e The Sabha will give a true interpretation of thacteings of the Sikh Gurus and define the princigieSikh
religion and put to an end the false doctrines.

e The Sabha resolved to publish the authentic tendst@ demolish other books suchJamam Sakhiafter making

necessary corrections and amendments in ordeppragate Sikh religion.
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* To encourage the Punjabi language, Sabha resalvedtlish magazines, papers, periodicals and tiactise

Punjabi language.
e The Sabha resolved to remain loyal to the goverhmen
e The Sabha resolved not to discuss any matter dghm&overnment.

e The Europeans and others interested in the watigbef the Sikh community will be welcomed to becothe

members of the Singh Sabha.

Amritsar Singh Sabha had upper caste people, Whit®re Singh Sabha had general mass base anduchet
the hearts of the general masses. The membersofé&ingh Sabha went far & wide to propagateritscpples and them
became the spinal cord of Sikh religion. This mogatmcould not become the mass movement without thgiport.
They contacted Sikh Regiments who were of greatcsoin strength and wanted to spread their mestagagh them.
They used to sing sacred hymns in the Singh Salgetimgs. In the beginning the Singh Sabha held theetings in
Gurdwarasbut later on when the reformers antagonizedMhbdantsand thePujaris due to some ideological differences,
their entry into theSurdwaraswas restricted® Then they raise@Gurdwarason their buildings. Their people were roaming
in whole of the country lik&Ragis GranthisandUpdeshakd4o hold Diwans and to encourage the Sikhs for léngothem
in the Singh Sabha. The Bhasaur Singh Sabha whah developed due tBanch Khalsa Diwan Bhasaurecame

successful.

It turned into a stronghold Sikh militancy undee tleadership of Babu Teja Singh, known for his roissry
zeal”® All its members believed in five K’s. They were stiy enrolled from the middle and lower stratalw society and
all of them were treated on an equal footing. Bébja Singh gave strict instructions to the memiieas no one was to be
allowed to violate the democratic traditions of tiealsa>’ All the office- bearers of the Sabha were knowrTaklias
(servants). The English terms, President, Viceitees, Secretary, Assistant Secretary and Treasuges substituted by

the corresponding Punjabi terms that athedar, Mit-Jathedar Sewak, Mit SewakdBhandari®*

The constitution of Singh Sabha was dependent tipgrtircumstances of its leaders. The Karachi Shgbha
for instance, had an executive committee of fifteeembers out of which six positions were resen@dSfahajdhari
Sikhs®® The Singh Sabhas of Ferozepur and Taran Taran émdlé Members who were as active as their male
counterparts. The Taran Taran Singh Sabha had @abeanch for its female members known as I8t Sat Sang
Sabha®® At this time Lahore Singh Sabha opened its brandhadifferent parts of Punjab. The year of 1882 was
landmark in the history of the Singh Sabha moverbectuse in this year Singh Sabha sprang up toadelaces such as
Rawalpindi, Peshawar, Bannu, Kohat, Jalandar, Gugjla, Lyallpur, Patiala, Shimla, Jhelum, LudhiaAabala, Multan,
Jind, and Faridkot ef: The Lahore Singh Sabha showed a new ray of ligtalfo

Bhai Gurmukh Singh and other leaders of Singh Salgtéded that differences between Amritsar Singbh&a
and Lahore Singh Sabha should be resolved andgheyld talk with each other by coming on a commtaifgrm.
The efforts were made in this behest and on ApkjlL&80, Joint Board called th@&eneral Sabhavhich was set up to
guide and supervise the work of the t®abhas The General Sabh&ept under the Executive Body, who was asked to
hold its meeting after six months and asked to $utiva report about their views but as their viedid not match each

other, this effort become unsuccessful.
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In April, 1883, another attempt was made to revive General SabhaThis resulted in the formation of the
Khalsa Diwan with its headquarters at AmritSaAt the time of its foundation, it had 36 or 37 Sin§abhas and the
Diwan was to guide and control all these Singh SabBaba Khem Singh Bedi became its President &ad BGurmukh
Singh became its Chief Secretary. The Lt. Govedfidhe Punjab and Raja Bikram Singh of Faridkotdmee the Patrons
of the Khalsa Diwan®Baba Khem Singh Bedi suggested that its name bkatthanged to Sikh Singh Sabha but this
proposal was rejected but in spite of this at Rpimdi and Sialkot where Khem Singh Bedi had grefiiénce lost no
time in changing their names to the Sikh Singh &ablBhai Gurmukh Singh and other members of hisypaised
opposition to it. In Annual meeting held in Aprdl384, Bhai Gurmukh Singh put this issue beforeikthalsa Diwan that it
should not be accepted. At last the meeting canaatend. It was very difficult for Bhai Gurmukh §mto put forth his

view before the party at that time. At last it weegated.

Khalsa Diwan started their own work by amalgamatitigthe Singh Sabhas but it could not do any Jakia
work. The differences remained between them. Whiteitsar group was dominated by slow-paced refosnveno were
conservative in true outlook the Lahore group westconstituted by the leaders who were radicalsbatieved in quick
change’ Baba Bikram Singh wanted to take full control othee Diwan and Baba Khem Singh Bedi wanted his aitsho
to be recognized as Supreme in all ecclesiastiatiens but his desire could not be completed dughto Gurmukh Singh
& Bhai Ditt Singh. Bhai Gurmukh Singh opined that whould not make much difference betw&etajdhari Sikhand
Khalsasof Guru Gobind Singh. He wanted to give relaxaiio® Symbols. He was keen to adi@ihjdhari Sikhinto the

Singh Sabha® The Lahore Singh Sabha was not ready to make @mpmmise with Hindus.

Another difference came into light when Bikram Singf Faridkot made a commentary on the Holy Granth
popularly known as thé~aridkot Teekaprepared by Gyani Badan Singh Sekhvan. With @mspge of time, the bitterness
between the two reached a high pitch while the exadives led by Baba Khem Singh Bedi were notydadoreak off
with the practices of Guru and untouchability. Tlahore group insisted upon the elimination of these Sikh practices.
Khem Singh’s desire to be worshipped and revereel 4 Guru met with a sift opposition from the Lahdeaders?
Khalsa Diwan could not remove social disparitielso3e hailing from conservative Singh Sabhas weealgproclaiming
that low-caste Sikhs cannot worship in Gurdwarasdouthe other hand Bhai Gurmukh Singh and othenevwstrongly
opposing it that this discrimination should be &jwd. Some high caste Sikhs had insulted GurmikghSy naming
him as Langri-Ka Putut (son of the Cook). Even Gyani Ditt Singh who veaRamdasia Sikh also suffered humiliation at
the hands of these hot-handed Si@ne more reason for the discrimination that crapthem was when Bawa Nihal
Singh wrote the book,Khurshia-i-Khalsa” This book became controversial in which the amtien policy of Punjab
Government and his lost kingdom were condemnedi 8bamukh Singh asked to delete some points ottt kit Bawa
Nihal Singh, who had the support of Baba Khem Singfused to do so. Bhai Gurmukh Singh was askegbtout of
Khalsa Diwan. A Hukamnamawas also issued to this effect from Amritsar. @nduch circumstances, Bhai Gurmukh
Singh had no other alternative but to severe himections with the Khalsa Diwan Amritsdrin 1886, Bhai Gurmukh
Singh and his supporters formed New Khalsa DiwarAm@titsar. With this the Singh Sabha Movement reedia
temporary setback due to a split in the Khalsa Diviéhalsa Diwan Amritsar suffered a great loss aag left with only
three Sabhas at Amritsar, Rawalpindi and FaridRotthe other hand the Lahore Khalsa Diwan enjoiedstipport of the
great majority of the Singh SabH4sKhalsa Diwan Amritsar elected Baba Khem Singh Baslits President and Bhai
Avtar Singh Vihiria as its Secretary, which hadyotiiree Singh Sabhas. These were from rich familiesto which they

helped it monetarily. Raja Bikram Singh donated ®s 000/- for construction ofangar-Khana He also donated
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Rs. 25, 000/- for electrification of its sacred mpiges®® On the other hand, Lahore Diwan had such leadecswere more
progressive. On the whole, it emerged as a trueeseptative body of the SikA%. The members of Lahore Diwan were
from common masses. They represented the hopésesiasd aspirations of the peofii@hey did many works to uplift
the Sikh community.Bhai Gurmukh Singh, Gyani Ditt Singh, Bhai Mayyan@, Attar Singh of Bhadaur and Bhai
Jawahar Singh were the pioneers of the Lahore Divar Singh Bahadur was its first President®r8hai Gurmukh
Singh was its Secretary. It was patronized by theSovernor of the Punjab and the Commander-in{Gifi¢ghe Imperial
Forces’’ Diwan became very popular in a short time andaetéd the cream of the Sikh CommuriftyThey formed
Khalsa College, Amritsar, in 1892. From 1886 upthe formation of Chief Khalsa Diwan, in 1902 the #sar and
Lahore Diwansvere separate bodi€ghey both got published a separate literature, whkias efforted to uplift the Sikh

religion.

Despite all this, the politics between the lead#rs, work of reform marched ahead. The urge fogmss and
reform was responsible for the springing up of 8iegh Sabha, all over the Punjab both in the uroadh rural areas.
During the last decade of the ™ @entury the Sikhs living in the other parts ofimas well as in some foreign lands,
such as Burma, Malaya, Singapore, & Hong Kong afsue under the influence of the Singh Sabha moverrea very
short period of time almost every major city, tommd village in the province came to have a locagBiSabha. Many of
these Singh Sabha assumed the name of Khalsa Diviaamy new Sabhas became autonomous units and defosave
allegiance to the present bodies then the Lahatet@nAmritsar Khalsa Diwan, as a result the Lahoirgan lost some of
its earlier popularity. It received a further sath@wing to the expiry of its dynamic and devotednmbers. Sardar Attar
Singh died on 10 June 1896, Bhai Gurmukh Singh died or" 24ovember 1898 and Gyani Ditt Singh died on
6" September 1901. In the absence of any worthy ssoce theDiwan lost its popularity. The Sikhs now began to feel

that for the preservation of their interests umigs the need of the hour.

The death of the main leaders formed vacuum whalidcnot be filled. The leaders of the Amritsar k&aa
Diwan convened a meeting of prominent Sikhs frohoeér the province in November, 1901. The LahoaetyPwas also
invited. A Resolution was unanimously adopted sirgsthe need of establishing a central body t& lafber the welfare
of the Sikh Nation and to co-ordinate and contha &ctivities of the numerous Singh Sabhas anKtre@sa Diwans
which multiplied within a short period.There was another factor which necessitated thadiog of a Central Sikh
organization: the growing political consciousnasshie country led the Sikh leaders to believe thay could no longer
afford to shun politics. They realized that theysmunite under a common platform in order to sadeduhe political
rights of the Sikhg°

The plan to establish a Central Sikh organizatiatemalized with the founding of the Chief Khalsav@n on
October 30, 1902% Sunder Singh Majithia was elected its first Semetand Bhai Arjan Singh Bagrian of Ludhiana
district as its PresidefitWith this the Sikhs again gathered themselves uadsngle platform and Singh Sabha entered a

new phase. It heralded a new era of progress dodré®

Chief Khasla Diwan was registered on July 9, 1%G@t#h the Government. When it was constituted theiper of
Singh Sabhas, Khalsa Diwans and other Sikh sosiaties 39. Till 1920, their numbers increased to.£GS constitution
was framed by Arjan Singh of Bagrian, TarlochangBinMehar Singh Chawla, Bachan Singh, Bhai Mohirsieigh,
Bhai Gurbaksh Singh and Sunder Singh MaijifAiehe Chief Diwan had five Committees: General Cortesit Executive

Committee, Finance Committee, Advisory Committed hife Member Committe® which used to take care of various
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types of works. The members of Chief Khalsa Diwarevprogressive and enlightened section of the Silmmunity.
They constituted the new aristocratic elite whietd fonce again emerged as a strong pdiéhe Chief Khalsa Diwan
emerged solely as a powerful body which startechgloialuable works for Sikhn Community. Their leadeadlectively

envisioned some aims and objectives, which wetetaccomplished by them. They were as follows:
e To promote the spiritual, intellectual, moral, sdceducational and economical welfare of kialsa Panth
e To propagate the teachings of the Sikh Gurus a®dimth in Sri Guru Granth Sahib.
¢ To propagate the teachings®@firbaniand to spread knowledge of Sikh history and othéinemtic writings.

* To safeguard the political rights of the Sikhs.make constitutional efforts for their attainment@aling to the

time and conditions.
e To represent them to the governméht.

The first meeting of the Chief Khalsa Diwan, Amgitsvas held on 30October, 1902 and it elected Bhai Arjan
Singh Bagarian as its President and Sardar Suridgh $Majitha as its Secretary in addition to progtagthe Sikh faith
among the masses and giving the community a palligntity of its own. It has done a great servigethie field of
education through its educational committee anth 8ducational conference holding its annual sessabuifferent places

in the country. Sant Attar Singh of Mastuana andiBhir Singh of Amritsar have been its leading tigh

Many contradictions also crept in Chief Khasla Diwavhen Babu Teja Singh formed his separate
‘Panch Khalsa Diwan in 1906 at village Bhasaur, in Patiala. It thimiowed with the formation oPanch Khalsa
Diwan, first Khalsa Diwanwas formed at Nabha then at Rajgarh, tAkali Diwanat Taran Taran. Many oth&iwans
were formed at later stages like Centvidjha Khalsa Diwan, Khalsa Diwan Malaya, Burretc. In 1902, the meaning
of ‘Singh Sabha’and ‘Diwan” became oné’ Another organization which challenged the suprgmaefthe Chief
Khalsa Diwan was the Central Khalsa Diwan establisim 1909, at the outcome bfajha. On the other side of the
Chenab, Jhelum, Rawalpindi, etc; Baba GurbakshiSBegdi who was later appointed to the Punjab Latjis@ Council

as a representative of the Sikh Community piloteel $ikh activitie$® His group was known as the orthodox Sikh

party.

With the awakening it brought about the Chief Khdliwan among the Sikh masses where there wasganfar
democratic control and management of the Sihrdwaras or temples. They had, for over two hundred years,
been controlled by Professional Priests who hadriecalmost hereditary. To begin with some of thierreers occupied
some of theGurdwaraat Sialkot and Amritsar by slow penetration. A coittee for the management Gurdwarasby the
community was formed at Amritsar on"15lovember 1920 under the name of Sigiromani Gurdwara Prabhandak
Committee This alarmed the old priests aMhhant Narayan Dass dilankana Shaib Janam Asthathe birth place of
Guru Nanak which not only forced the transfer ofitcol of his Gurdwara to the committee but also saased in cold
blood on 21 February, 1920. More than one hundikksSsolunteers calledkalis had gone there to take possession of
the Gurdwara and it was followed by clashes withdbvernments which stood for the vested inter@s$ts.passage of the
Gurdwara Act, 1925,in the Punjab Legislative council, however finabplved the problem in favor of S.G.P.C.
For improving the economic conditions of the Sikhstep was taken by the Chief Khalsa Diwan in81@ih the starting
of Punjab and Sind Bank Ltd. at Amrit$aThe Chief Khalsa Diwan did not confine its attentto economic, social and

religious problems of the community only, but Balried to solve the political problems of the couamity as welf?
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CONCLUSIONS

When Maharaja Dalip Singh shifted his religionQbristianity and four Sikh students were gettinfijuenced

with this, the leaders of Sikh community stoppeenthand this led to the formation of Singh Sabak8m3 by Thakur

Singh Saudawalia and Harsha Singh. The motive dethim foundation was revivalism of Sikh religionmade the Sikhs

aware of their great spiritual and cultural heritad their being khalsa, the “pure”. It reviveddhehopes and aroused in

the Sikhs and feeling that they were meant for ahmhigher destiny.

REFERENCES
1. S.C. Mittal, op. cit., P.15.
2. S.C.SharmaThe Singh Sabha Movement and Transformation of Sikh Society, The Punjab Past and Present, Punjab
University Patiala, April, 1987, P.25.
3. Khushwant SinghA History of the Sikhs, London, 1953, P. 98.
4. Gurdarshan Singh, op. cit., P. 45.
5. Robert Clark,The Punjab and Sindh Missions, London, 1885, P,38.
6. Lettersof Queen Victoria, 1837-1861,Vol.lll, PP.68-69.
7. Chief Khalsa DiwanSewa de Punjah Sal, Amritsar, 1952, P.2.
8. Report on the Administration of the Punjab and its Dependencies for 1897-98, Lahore, 1898, No.62, PCC XIX.
9. Gurdarshan Singh, op. cit., P.46.\
10. lbid.
11. Gurdarshan Singh, op. cit., P.51.
12. Gaini Gian SinghTwarikh Guru Khalsa, Patiala, 1970, Vol. I, P.758.
13. Gurdarshan Singh Dhillon, op. cit., P.53.
14. Jagjit Singh,Singh Sabha Lehar, Ludhiana, 1974, P.68.
15. Gurdarshan Singh Dhillon, op. cit., P.53.
16. Ganda SinghA History of the Khalsa College Amritsar, Amritsar, 1949, P.2.
17. lan Talbot, Punjab and the Raj (1849-1988), ManoH&88, P.44.
18. Report on the Administration of the Punjab and its Dependencies for 1897-96, Lahore 1898, No0.62, PCC XIX
19. Gurdarshan Singh op. cit., P. 46.
20. Khalsa Tract Society, Khalsa Directory, Amritsar, 1899, PP 1-2.
21. Singh SabhaAmritsar Report 1908, Amritsar 1909, P. 24.
22. Gurdarshan Singh, op. cit., P. 47.
23. Singh SabhaAmritsar Report 1908, Amritsar 1909, PP.24
24. Report on the Administration of the Punjab and its Dependencies for 1897-96, Lahore, 1898, No.62, PCC XIX.
25. Gurdarshan Singh, op. cit., P. 47.

Impact Factor (JCC): 2.8493 NAAS Rating: 2.90



Singh Sabha-From its Birth till the Formation of S.G.P.C 11

26. Ruchi Ram Sahn$truggle for Reform in Sikh Shrines, Amritsar, 1922, P. 15.

27. His followers called him Avtar (incarceration of Gddr details see Avtar Singh Vihiri8hai Shok Pattar, Lahore, 1905, P.
38.

28. Khalsa Akhbar, Lahore, April 14,1989.

29. lbid, April 14, 1989.

30. Shiv Kumar GajraniHistory of the Punjab, 1791-1966, Patiala, 1998, P.360.
31. Ruchi Ram Sahni, op. cit., P.150.

32. Gurdarshan Singh, op. cit., P.57.

33. Khalsa Akhbar, Lahore, September 30, 1898.

34. Chief Khalsa DiwanSewa de Panjab Sal, Amritsar 1952, P.2.

35. Gurdarshan Singh, op. cit., P.58.

36. Ibid.

37. Jagjit Singh, op. cit., P.74.

38. Ibid., P.72.

39. Lakshman SingiBhagat Autobiography, Calcutta, 1965, PP.139-40.

40. Khalsa Akhbar, Lahore, September 30, 1898.

41. Jagijit Singh, op. cit., P.77.

42. Ibid.

43. Ibid.

44. Amar Singh GianiSingh Sabha de Ughe Sanchalak Giani Ditt Singh Ji, Amritsar, 1962, PP.91-95.
45. Gurdarshan Singh, op. cit., P.60.

46. Lakshman Singh, op. cit., pp.136-36.

47. Jagijit Singh, op. ct., PP. 16-17.

48. Gurdarshan Singh, op. cit., P. 47.

49. Ibid, P. 47.

50. Singh Sabha, Bhasausalana Report, 1897-98, Bhasaur, 1898, P2.

51. Singh Sabha, BhasauBurmate Ate Faisle, Bhasaur, 1904, P6-8.

52. Rulesand Regulations of the Sri Guru Singh Sabha, Karachi, n.d. P.1.

53. Sri Guru Singh Sabha, Taran Targankhep Report Ate NiyamUpniyam, Taran Taran, 1933, P.22.
54. Ibid.

55. Bhai Gurmukh Singhyly Attempted Ex-communication from the Sikh Temples and the Khalsa Community at Faridkot in
1897, Lahore, 1989, PP.1-2.

www.tjprc.org editor @tjprc.org



12

56.

57.

58.

59.

60.

61.

62.

63.

64.

65.

66.

67.

68.

69.

70.

71.

72.

73.

74.

75.

76.

77.

78.

79.

80.

81.

82.

Sukhjit Kaur

Bhai Gurmukh Singh, op. cit., PP.1-2.

Ruchi Ram Sahni, op. cit., P. 15.

Bhai Gurmukh Singh, op. cit., PP.1-3.

Bhai Gurmukh Singh, op. cit., P. 3.

Khalsa Akhbar, Lahore, September 30, 1898.
Gurdarshan Singh, op. cit., P. 70.

Petrie, D.Memorandum on Recent Developments in Sikh Politics, 1911, The Punjab Past and Present, October 1970, Vol
IV, Part-Il, P.31.

Khalsa Akhbar, Lahore, April 30, 1897
Petrie, D. op. cit., P. 311.
Gurdarshan Singh op. cit., P. 71.
Khalsa Diwan, LahoreiKhalsa Diwan de mul sutar Athva Buniadie Kaide Ate Kanoon, Lahore, 1893, PP.627.
Ibid.

Gurdarshan Singh, op. cit., P. 72.
Chief Khalsa Diwan, op. cit., PP.3-4.
Gurdarshan Singh, op. cit., P. 76.
Chief Khalsa Diwan, op. cit., P.4.
Ibid.

Gurdarshan Singh, op. cit., P. 76.

Chief Khalsa Diwan de Solhven, Satarven, Ate AtharvenVarsh di Trevarshak report, January 1,1918 to December 31, 1920,
Amritsar, 1920, PP.36-39.

Chief Khalsa Diwan di Karvai, Amritsar 1902, P24.

Chief Khalsa Diwan, Mul Sutra, Amritsar, 1906, PP2-3.

Lakshman Singh Bhagat, op. cit., P. 144.

Ibid, P. 144.

Dr. Sudarshan SingtRunjab Da Itihas, Patiala, 1998, P.60.

Home Department (Poalitical-B), Government of India, Proceedings, July, 1911, Nos.1-4
Chief Khalsa Diwan, op. cit., P.14.

S.C. Sharma, op.cit., P.26.

Impact Factor (JCC): 2.8493 NAAS Rating: 2.90



