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Trends of Gender Inequality in Education in Haryana
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Education is considered as a significant instrument of women empowerment because it enables them to face the
challenges, to confront their traditional role and change their lives. Education is the only tool through which women
can change their positions in society. History speaks that women education has played a very important role in the
overall development of the country since ancient times. A number of social activists have contributed significantly
for the development of women education and their upliftment. As a result, India has reached at a respectable place as
regards to literacy rates. The state of Haryana has also made rapid strids in the field of education after its formation.
Yet it lags far behind as far as interstate literacy levels are concerned. Gender gaps in the levels of literacy rates and
Gross Enrolment Ratio are still at higher levels. Even though, Haryana is among the smaller states in terms of
population and area, inter-district variations in literacy rates are still very high.
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With the recognition of the need to direct the process of social change
and development towards certain desired goals, education has come
to be increasingly regarded as a major instrument of social change.
The Indian constitution provides equality of opportunity to all
citizens irrespective of race, sex, caste, and religion. It has also
empowered the state to make specific provision for the educational
well-being of women and other weaker sections of the society.

Concept of Literacy

Literacy is the ability to identify, understand, interpret, create,
communicate, and compute, using printed and written materials
associated with varying contexts (S & S, 2017). Literacy involves a
continuum of learning in enabling individuals to achieve their goals,
to develop their knowledge and potential, and to participate fully in
their community and wider society (/bid). Generally, literacy also
encompasses numeracy, the ability to make simple arithmetic
calculations. The concept of literacy can be distinguished from
measures to quantify it, such as the literacy rate and functional
literacy. Literacy rate is the literate population of the age group 7
years and above divided by the total population of the same age
group (Jangra & Kaushik, 2016). Higher literacy rates are associated
with healthier populations, less crime, greater economic growth, and
higher employmentrates (Patel & Nayak, 2011).

Despite the various commendable provisions available in the
constitution and various initiatives undertaken by the state even after
the 75 years of our independence, a vast segment of the female
population in India remains illiterate. Though the percentage of
literacy has increased among women in India over the years from
15.34 percentin 1961 to 65.5 percentin 2011, there still exists a wide
gap of about 17 percent points between the male-female literacy
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rates (Census, 2011). Regional variation in female-male literacy
level is also wide.

The female literacy rates in India are greatly constrained by the
dropout rates among girls, especially at the upper primary and
secondary levels. According to the NSSO (1997), (53rd round), in
rural India for every 100 girls who enrolled in class 1 only one enters
class XII. In urban areas, it is 14 girls at that level. Out of 100 girls
enrolled in class 1 less than 40 joins class V (NSSO, 1997). The
number of girls per 100 boys is also low especially at the higher
education level.

Women Education in Haryana

The State of Haryana came into existence on 1st of November 1966.
Since then, it has been achieving an all-round development. Its
importance lies in the fact that more than 30 percent of its total area
falls into the National Capital Region (NCR) of India. In other
words, 40 percent of the total area of the National Capital Region
(NCR) is that of Haryana State. One of the most developed states of
India, Haryana has basically an agrarian economy and witnessed
successful green revolution, which led a great deal of prosperity in its
rural economy. It also has a sound industrial base and manufactures
the largest number of tractors amongst the states of India. The city of
Panipat is known as the 'Weavers City” of India for its exquisite
handmade woollen carpets and handloom products. It has one of the
highest per capita incomes in the country and the incidence of
poverty is relatively low. It has become the first state in the country
that have provided piped drinking water and electricity to all its
villages. It has also made significant progress in the fields of health
and education that has resulted in a decline in overall mortality and
increased life expectancy as well as increase in literacy rates.

Apart from the bright picture of remarkable development, another
side reflects a dismal picture as far as women development and
empowerment are concerned. Gender discrimination and inequality
are the norms in a patriarchal and feudal society of the state. “The
north-western states, for instance, are notorious for highly unequal
gender relations, symptoms of which include the continued practice
of female seclusion, very low female labour participation rates, a
large gap in literacy rates, extremely restricted property rights,
strong boy preference in fertility decisions, widespread neglect of
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female children and drastic separation of a married woman from her
natal family” (Jayachandran, 2015).

Aim and Objectives of the Study

The main aim of the present study is to underline the temporal
changes that have been experienced in Haryana in the field of
education in general, and women education in particular. Objectives
of'the study may be summarized as:
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the state at different levels of education

Method

The study is based on the secondary data. The relevant data has been
obtained from various secondary sources like Census of India,
Statistical Abstract of India and Haryana, Department of
Education, Government of India and Haryana, National Sample
Survey Office, etc.

e To carry out the progress of literacy rates in the state L. .
o o L o Statistical Analysis
e To underline inter-district variation in gender gaps in literacy rates
in the state. The data has been analysed using simple statistical technics. Rank
e To underline the trends of gender gap in literacy rates in the state chorelatlon has been worked out to establish assomat%on between
since its formation. literacy rates and gender gaps. The analysed data is presented
e To carry out co-relation between levels of literacy rates and through interactive tables and diagrams.
gender gaps in the state Results
e To highlight the trends of gender gap in Gross Enrolment Ratio in
Table 1
Literacy Rates in Haryana vis-a-vis India: 1971-2011
Year Haryana India Haryana India Haryana India
Persons Males Females
1971 25.71 34.45 38.90 45.96 10.32 21.97
1981 37.13 43.57 51.86 56.38 20.04 29.76
1991 55.85 52.21 69.10 64.13 40.47 39.29
2001 67.91 64.83 78.49 75.26 55.73 53.67
2011 76.64 74.04 85.38 82.14 66.77 65.46

Note. Source: Census of India Publications

The progress in literacy rates is depicted in Table 1. Initially the
literacy rates in the state were far below the national average. It
reflects that during the four decades (1971-2011), India as well as
Haryana has recorded a remarkable growth. The total literacy rate of
India has jumped from a modest 34.45 percent in 1971 to a
respectable mark of 74 percent by recording 116 percent growth. The
achievement of Haryana is more appreciable, and it has almost
tripled its figure during the corresponding period. In this way,
Haryana has higher literacy rates than the national average in 2011 in
all the three segments, i.e., Persons, Males and Females. As far as
gender gap in the literacy rate is concerned, it can be considered quite
high during the period, but it has shown steady reduction not only at
national level but at the state level also (Figure 1). The gender gap in
literacy rates has always been above the national average, but
Haryana has done remarkably well in the direction of women
education and as a result the difference is narrowing down over a
period of time.

Table 2 reveals the status of literacy rates at state as well as district
level during the last two census years. In 2001, the total literacy rate
of Haryana was 67.9 percent but there were sparkling variations in
the levels of literacy rates across the districts. Out of the 21 districts,
12 have recorded literacy rates above the state average. Gurgaon
district, located in the vicinity of the national capital, appeared with
the highest literacy rate of 78.5 percent while its neighbouring
district Mewat was at the bottom with a modest literacy rate of 43.5
percent and there was a considerable difference of 35 percentage
points between the literacy rates of two districts. In 2011, the literacy
rate in the state has improved satisfactorily and it was 76.64 percent
at state level with the decadal increase of 12.87 percent. Like 2001,

the literacy rate of 12 districts was found above the state average and
the inter district variations were prevalent as of 2001. This time also,
Gurgaon district remained at the top with the literacy rate of 84.4
percent and the corresponding figure of Mewat, the bottom district
was 56.1. However, the difference between the literacy rates of these
two districts has declined to almost 28 percentage points.

Figure 1

Trends of Gender Gaps in Literacy Rates in Harvana
and India
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Male literacy rates have been higher in the state as compared to the
females. In 2001, male literacy rate of Haryana was 78.5 percent, and
12 districts were found with literacy rates above the state average.
But, in this case, Rewari district captured the top position with a
literacy rate of 88.4 percent putting Gurgaon at the second position
with a figure of 88.0 percent. Mewat district was at the bottom in this
case with a literacy rate of 61.2 percent. A decadal increase of 8.79
percent in the male literacy rates has been recorded at the state level.
Although, there was no change in the position of literacy rates of top
and bottom districts, yet the difference in their literacy rates has
narrowed down from 27.2 to 19.9 percentage points.
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Table 2
Haryana: Literacy Rates by Sex and Districts, 2001 & 2011

Literacy Rates- Total Literacy Rates- Males Literacy Rates- Females
State/ Districts 2001 2011 2001 2011 2001 2011
HARYANA 67.9 76.64 78.5 85.4 55.7 66.8
Panchkula 74.0 83.4 80.9 88.6 65.7 71.5
Ambala 75.3 82.9 82.3 88.5 67.4 76.6
Yamuna Nagar 71.6 78.9 78.8 85.1 63.4 72.0
Kurukshetra 69.9 76.7 78.1 83.5 60.6 69.2
Kaithal 59.0 70.6 69.2 79.3 473 60.7
Karnal 67.7 76.4 76.3 83.7 58.0 68.3
Panipat 69.2 71.5 78.5 85.4 58.0 68.2
Sonipat 72.8 80.8 83.1 89.4 60.7 70.9
Jind 62.1 72.7 73.8 82.5 48.5 61.6
Fatehabad 58.0 69.1 68.2 78.1 46.5 59.3
Sirsa 60.6 70.4 70.1 78.6 49.9 61.2
Hisar 64.8 73.2 76.6 82.8 51.1 62.3
Bhiwani 67.4 76.7 80.3 87.4 53.0 64.8
Rohtak 73.7 80.4 83.2 88.4 62.6 71.2
Jhajjar 72.4 80.8 83.3 89.4 59.6 71.0
Mahendergarh 69.9 78.9 84.7 91.3 54.1 65.3
Rewari 75.2 822 88.4 92.9 60.8 70.5
Gurgaon 78.5 84.4 88.0 90.3 67.5 77.6
Mewat 435 56.1 61.2 73.0 23.9 37.6
Faridabad 76.3 83.0 85.1 89.9 65.5 75.2
Palwal 59.2 70.3 75.1 82.6 40.8 56.4

Note. Source: Census of India, Series 7, 2011

Table 3
Haryana: District wise Gender Gaps in Literacy Rates, 2001 & 2011

State/Districts Gender Gap Gender Gap  Decadal Reduction in gender gap ~ Reduction in gender gap

in 2001 in2011 Change above state average below state average

HARYANA 22.8 18.6 42

Mewat 37.3 354 1.9 23
Palwal 343 26.2 8.1 3.9

Mahendergarh 30.6 26 4.6 0.4

Rewari 27.6 224 52 1.0

Bhiwani 27.3 22.6 4.7 0.5

Hisar 255 20.5 5.0 0.8

Jind 25.3 20.9 44 0.2

Jhajjar 23.7 18.4 5.3 1.1

Sonipat 22.4 18.5 3.9 0.3
Kaithal 21.9 18.6 33 0.9
Fatehabad 21.7 18.8 2.9 1.3
Rohtak 20.6 17.2 3.4 0.8
Gurgaon 20.5 12.7 7.8 3.6

Panipat 20.5 17.2 33 0.9
Sirsa 20.2 17.4 2.8 1.4
Faridabad 19.6 14.7 4.9 0.7

Karnal 18.3 15.4 2.9 1.3
Kurukshetra 17.5 14.3 32 1.0
Yamuna Nagar 15.4 13.1 23 1.9
Panchkula 15.2 11.1 4.1 0.1
Ambala 14.9 11.9 3.0 1.2

Note. Source: Census of India
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Female literacy rates were quite low in 2001 in the state as compared
to the males. A sharp decadal increase of 19.92 percent in the female
literacy rate has raised hope in favour of females. It can be justified
with the figure that the differential of male-female literacy rates has
narrowed down from 22.8 percentage points in 2001 to 18.6
percentage points. As far as district level figures are concerned, same
(12) districts appeared with the literacy rates above the state average
in 2001 and the position is almost unchanged in 2011. Gurgaon
district captured the top position (67.5 percent) and was closely
followed by Ambala district (67.4 percent) in 2001. In the later
decade, the position of the top districts remained the same but the
difference in their literacy rates has increased from 0.1 percentage
points to 1.0 percentage points as Gurgaon has recorded sharper
increase as compared to Ambala district. Mewat district, again has
been placed at the bottom with a poor literacy rate of 23.9 percent in

SONU/ TRENDS OF GENDER INEQUALITY IN EDUCATION IN HARYANA

gender gap of 37.3 percentage points was found in Mewat district
(district with lowest literacy rate) which was closely followed by its
neighbouring district Palwal (34.3 percent) in 2001. On the other
hand, Ambala district appeared with the lowest gender gap (14.9
percent) followed by its neighbouring district Panchkula (15.2
percent) during the period. Gurgaon, the top ranked district in total
literacy rates could not attain a respectable position as far as gender
gap is concerned. 9 districts have recorded decline in gender gap
above the state average. Prominent among these are Palwal,
Gurgaon, Rewari, Faridabad, Bhiwani, and Mahendergarh. All these
districts are located in the southern part of the state. The performance
of Gurgaon district has been remarkable as it had already lower
gender gap as compared to the state average and even has reduced its
speedily.

2001. The difference in top and bottom districts was as higher as 43.6 Figure2

percentage points. However, it has decreased to 40.0 (still quite Distririct wise Decadal Change in Gender Gap

higher) percentage points in2011. 2001-2011

Gender gap in literacy rates is depicted in Table 3 and Figure 2. It s

is evident from the table that gender gaps in the literacy rates are 0 I
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recorded higher gender gap than that of state average. The highest B B
Table 4
Haryana: District wise Rankings in Literacy Rates by Sex, 2001 & 2011

Rankings by Male ~ Rankings by Male Rankings by Female Rankings by Female Rankings by Rankings by
Literacy Rates, 2001 Literacy Rates, 2011 Literacy Rates, 2001 Literacy Rates, 2011 gender Gap, 2001  gender Gap, 2011

Rewari 1 1 7 9 18 17
Gurgaon 2 3 1 1 9 3
Faridabad 3 4 4 4 6 6
Mahendergarh 4 2 13 13 19 19
Jhajjar 5 6 10 7 14 11
Rohtak 6 9 6 6 10 9
Sonipat 7 5 8 8 13 12
Ambala 8 8 2 3 1 2
Panchkula 9 7 3 2 2 1
Bhiwani 10 10 14 14 17 18
Yamuna Nagar 11 12 5 5 3 4
Panipat 12 11 11 12 8 8
Kurukshetra 13 14 9 10 4 5
Hisar 14 15 15 15 16 15
Karnal 15 13 12 11 5 7
Palwal 16 16 20 20 20 20
Jind 17 17 17 16 15 16
Sirsa 18 19 16 17 7 10
Kaithal 19 18 18 18 12 13
Fatehabad 20 20 19 19 11 14
Mewat 21 21 21 21 21 21

Note. Source: Census of India, Series 7, 2011

District wise rankings of literacy rates are presented in table 4. In
2001, Rewari district was at the top in male literacy rate while Mewat
was ranked last. Interestingly, the top and bottom districts are located
in the southern part of the state. However, the other top ranked

Districts like Gurgaon, Faridabad, Mahendergarh, Jhajjar, etc. also
belong to southern Haryana. On the other hand, Fatehabad, Kaithal,
Sirsa and Jind were among the bottom ranked districts with regards
to male literacy rates in 2001. A very high rank correlation of 0.98
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between the rankings of male literacy rates of 2001 and 2011 reflects
that the situation is almost unchanged in 2011 also.

Gurgaon district was placed at the top rank as regards to female
literacy rate in 2001 followed by Ambala, Panchkula, Faridabad, and
Yamuna Nagar. Contrary to the male literacy rates, a mix of northern
and southern districts of the state had captured top rankings in female
literacy rates in during this period whereas there was negligible
difference in the rankings of districts placed at the bottom of female
literacy rates as compared to male literacy rates. Mewat, Fatehabad,
Kaithal, Sirsa, Jind and Palwal were found lower ranks in both the
cases. Rank correlation of the rankings of districts as regards to male
and female literacy rates in 2001 is fairly high (0.79) which shows
that the districts which had performed well in male literacy had
performed well in female literacy also and vice versa. In 2011,
Gurgaon maintained its top rank, but Ambala and Panchkula
exchanged their positions. Similarly, Faridabad and Yamuna Nagar
also maintained their 4th and 5th rank respectively. Likewise,
negligible decadal change can be seen in the bottom ranked districts.
It is evident from the very high positive rank correlation (0.99)
between the rankings of districts in the case of female literacy rates
0f2001 and 2011 that the levels of female literacy rates were highly
associated during both the decades and growth pattern was linear.

In2011, Panchkula improved its position and captured 1st rank by
pushing Ambala district at the 2nd rank. Gurgaon district has
recorded noticeable decline in its gender gap during 2001-2011 and
captured 3rd rank in 2011 whereas it was at 9th place in 2001.
Yamuna Nagar and Kurukshetra maintained their positions in the list
of top ranked five districts. The districts placed at the bottom of the
list in 2001 have not shown any improvement in 2011 also. It is
evident from the very high positive correlation (0.95) between the
district wise rankings by gender gap for the two decades that there
was not a significant shift of districts from their rankings.

Co-relation between Literacy Rate and Rankings of
Gender Gap

An effort has been done to find out the association between the
rankings of literacy rates and rankings of gender gaps. In 2001, an
insignificant rank correlation (0.09) is found between the districts of
male literacy rates and gender gap which indicates that male literacy
rates were not associated with the gender gaps.

Table 5

Haryana: Trends of Gross Enrolment Ratio at Primary Level

Year Gross Enrolment Ratio Gender Gap
Male Female Total
1971-72 84.80 38.90 63.00 45.90
1981-82 90.54 54.45 73.57 36.09
1991-92 88.43 80.63 84.75 7.80
2001-02 76.33 76.54 76.43 -0.21
2011-12 85.86 93.94 89.49 -8.08
2019-20 105.44 104.93 105.24 0.51

Note. Source: 1. Annual Reports, Ministry of Human Resource
Development, National Institute of Educational Planning and Administration
2. Unified District Information System for Education (UDISE), Department
of School Education and Literacy, Ministry of Education, Government of
India.

The most interesting fact we can notice from Table 4 that Hisar

district has shown totally different (very high positive) association
between the indicators of male literacy rates, female literacy rates
and gender gaps. Hisar has attained lower middle rank across all the
three indicators and has maintained its position consistently with the
passage of time. Mewat, the bottom ranked districts in terms of these
three indicators, is another district which is consistently placed at the
bottom without any temporal change.

Figure3

Haryana: Trends of Gender Gap in GER
at Primary Level
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UNESCO defines Gross Enrolment Ratio as 'total enrolment in a
specific level of education, regardless of age, expressed as a
percentage of the eligible official school-age population
corresponding to the same level of education in a given school year'.
It is calculated as 'number of pupils (or students) enrolled in a given
level of education regardless of age expressed as percentage of the
population of the age group which officially corresponds to the given
level of education'. A high GER generally indicates a high degree of
participation, whether the pupils belong to the official age group or
not. A GER value approaching or exceeding 100% indicates that a
country is, in principle, able to accommodate all of its school-age
population. Thus, GER is another significant indicator to reflect the
status of education.

Table 5 to Table 9 present the sex wise and total gross enrolment
ratio of Haryana as well as gender gap at primary, upper primary,
elementary, secondary, and higher education levels respectively for
the last five decades. The state has progressed appreciably with time
and achieved the target of 100 percent GER as regards to primary
level. Although the progress was not steady and a decline in GER can
be seen in the year 2001-02 across males and females. Female GER
was very low initially, but it has been increased rapidly and crossed
male GER in 2001-02. At present GER of both the sexes are almost.
The rapid growth in the female GER has brought down the gender
gap drastically. It was 45.90 percent in 1971-72 in favour of males

Table 6
Haryana: Trends of Gross Enrolment Ratio at Upper Primary Level

Year Gross Enrolment Ratio Gender Gap
Male Female Total
1971-72 67.70 21.50 45.90 46.20
1981-82 67.14 27.32 48.74 39.82
1991-92 76.17 54.10 65.77 22.07
2001-02 68.04 63.32 65.84 4.72
2011-12 76.72 83.56 79.78 -6.84
2019-20 99.12 98.17 98.69 0.95
Note. Source: 1. Annual Reports, Ministry of Human Resource

Development, National Institute of Educational Planning and
Administration, 2. Unified District Information System for Education
(UDISE), Department of School Education and Literacy, Ministry of
Education, Government of India.
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which has been dwindled up to 0.21 percent in 2001-02 and 8.08
percent in 2011-12 in favour of females. In 2019-20, gender gap is
almost eliminated which is a good sign as far as women education at
primary level is concerned (Table 5 and Figure 3).

Figure 4

Haryana: Trends of Gender Gap in GER at
Upper Primary Level

Cender Gap in %

Asatisfactory growth of GER at upper primary level can be seen in
Table 6. Initially, the GER was lower at upper primary level as
compared to the primary level, but it has increased steadily with the
passage of time and in 2019-20 it has almost reached at the 100
percent mark in all the three segments, i.e., total, male and female
GER. Gender gap which was as high as 46.20 percent has sharply
declined and reached in favour of females in 2011-12. However, it
has reduced to a negligible level in 2019-20 in favour of males
(Figure4).

Table7

Haryana: Trends of Gross Enrolment Ratio at Elementary Level

Year Gross Enrolment Ratio Gender Gap
Male Female Total
1971-72 78.39 32.38 56.59 46.01
1981-82 81.77 44.28 64.26 37.49
1991-92 83.83 70.68 77.63 13.15
2001-02 73.22 71.58 72.46 1.04
2011-12 82.46 90.04 85.85 -7.58
2019-20 103.07 102.40 102.78 0.67

Note. Source: 1. Annual Reports, Ministry of Human Resource
Development, National Institute of Educational Planning and
Administration. 2. Unified District Information System for Education
(UDISE), Department of School Education and Literacy, Ministry of
Education, Government of India.

Figure 5

Haryana: Trends of Gender Gap in GER
at Elementary Level
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Elementary level GER has been presented in Table 7. Like the
primary and upper primary level trends, a healthy growth in GER of
all the three segments is visible at elementary level also. The higher
pace of female GER has significantly lowered the gender gap
(Figure 5).

The status of GER at secondary level is slightly different from the
carlier three categories. In 1971-72, it was considerably low in all the
three segments and surprisingly registered a decline in the next decade

0f 1981-82. Male GER which was 37.50 percent in 1971-72 reached at
22.32 percent. The corresponding figure of female GER had reached
from 12.00 percent to a paltry 8.46 percent. After that, a steady growth
is observed, yet it is far from the target of 100 percent mark. As regards
to gender gap, ithas reduced to a satisfactory level (Figure 6).

Table 8

Haryana: Trends of Gross Enrolment Ratio at Secondary Level

Year Gross Enrolment Ratio Gender Gap
Male Female Total
1971-72 37.50 12.00 25.50 25.50
1981-82 22.32 8.46 15.97 13.86
1991-92 34.07 19.77 27.40 14.30
2001-02 51.23 40.72 46.40 10.51
2011-12 65.62 69.50 67.35 -3.88
2019-20 78.07 76.99 77.60 1.08

Note. Source: 1. Annual Reports, Ministry of Human Resource
Development, National Institute of Educational Planning and
Administration. 2. Unified District Information System for Education
(UDISE), Department of School Education and Literacy, Ministry of
Education, Government of India.

Figure 6
Haryana: Trends of Gender Gap in GER
at Secondary Level
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Table 9

Haryana: Trends of Gross Enrolment Ratio at Higher Education
Level

Year Gross Enrolment Ratio Gender Gap
Male Female Total
1974-75 6.19 2.39 4.42 3.80
1981-82 4.55 2.68 3.69 1.87
1991-92 5.27 4.40 4.86 0.87
2001-02 11.48 9.19 10.46 2.29
2011-12 28.32 27.71 28.00 0.61
2019-20 26.60 32.50 29.30 -5.90

Note. Source: 1. Annual Reports, Ministry of Human Resource
Development, National Institute of Educational Planning and
Administration. 2. Unified District Information System for Education
(UDISE), Department of School Education and Literacy, Ministry of
Education, Government of India.

At higher education level, the GER has been recorded well below
the GER in school levels. Table 9 reflects that only 4.42 percent were
enrolled in higher education in 1971-72. The GER of males was only
6.19 percent the corresponding figure for female GER was a flimsy
2.39 percent. Male GER has increased with ups and downs and
reached at the modest level of 26.60 percent in 2019-20 (Table 9).
The growth trend of female GER is comparatively better. In this
case, the growth was steady and faster. Females have lagged males in
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2019-20 as far as GER in higher education is concerned. The faster
growth in female GER has not only lowered the gender gap in GER
but it has brought gender gap highly in favour of females in 2019-20

(Figure 7).
Figure7

Haryana: Trends of Gender Gap in GER
at
Higher Education Level
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Conclusion

Gender inequality is a curse for a healthy society, and it brings bad
reputation not only to the country, but at global level also, as is
evident in the case of Haryana. Women education is an essential tool
to change their status as it eliminates inequalities and disparities in
the society. It is the key factor for women empowerment, prosperity,
development, and welfare. History speaks that women education has
played a very important role in the overall development of the
country since ancient times. A number of social activists have
contributed significantly for the development of women education
and their upliftment. As a result, Haryana, after its formation in 1966,
has reached a respectable place as regards to literacy rates. Even
though, Haryana is among the smaller states in terms of population
and area, interstate and inter-district variations in literacy rates are
still very high. It has been placed at the 28th place (last) on state
rankings and 3 1st place on state/UT rankings as regards to sex ratio,
which is a great hinderance in women development.

Several policies have been framed and schemes have been
launched at the national and state level (separately and jointly) to
enhance the educational level in general, and women education in
particular. These efforts have been fruitful in enhancing the
education levels in the state. As a result, in the last four decades
(1971-2011) overall literacy rate has risen almost by almost three
times (25.71 percent to 76.64 percent) and female literacy rate by
more than six times (10.32 percent to 66.77 percent). Undoubtedly,
Haryana has made substantial strides in the field of education
particularly female literacy rates nevertheless the female literacy
rates are still below the national average. Even though, the gender

gap has reduced significantly in the state, yet it has not achieved a
respectable position among the states of India.
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