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ABSTRACT

Jawabharlal Nehru a truly great figure of the tweathi century was a true believer in equality betwesm and
women. Nehru’s attitude towards women was markeal frpfound sense of humanity. Being a committeghgiion of the
women in the society, his contribution towards ti@iftment of women in various spheres of life viasnense.
He was of the firm belief that women’s emancipatannot be achieved by legislation alone, but ahkyomen were
educated than they would be empowered in the gasesand would contribute towards the molding amittimg of the

society and nation. In this context, this papeemipts to put forth Nehru’s attitude towards womextacation
KEYWORDS Humanity, Emancipation, Empowerment, Economic Ieddpnce
INTRODUCTION

An outstanding personality of twentieth-century iémd history, Jawaharlal Nehru was a key figure ndid’s
freedom movement and the country’s first Prime M. Nehru also stands as a multi-faceted perispraahong the
world figures of the democratic system of thoughd &adership. Apart from being an active politicfar most of his life,
a renowned writer and scholar, Nehru was also atgreampion of women'’s rights and a strong beligmeequality
between men and women throughout his life. In mbstis speeches and writings, Nehru is often semting the French
philosopher Charles Fourier: “One could judge tbgrde of civilization of a country by the sociatigolitical position of
its women.” (Gopal, 1972, p. 361) Therefore, hallibk view that if India was to be judged, then sheuld be judged by
the position of its women.

It can be said that Nehru's attitude towards womes guided by his deep commitment to humanity amd h
wanted to bring about the upliftment of women at path men in the society. In his Discovery of Iladi
Nehru wrote that while he was imprisoned in Ahmagmdort, the thought of action always filled hisneh and he had a
great yearning for action. Therefore, this strongeufor action, perhaps also guided him for theseanf women of India.
His dream of a socialist India could be achievety amhen women were liberated and given equal opmitst and
privileges. Nehru held the strong view that the wonof India had long been neglected and that “da and rapid
progress in India would come only when women govimpand freed themselves of everything that suggme them and
released them from bondage” (Mody, 1992, p. 178).
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NEHRU’S VIEWS ON WOMEN’'S EDUCATION FOR WOMEN EMPOWERMENT

Nehru strongly condemned the social evils like pluedah, early marriage, denial of rights to womentlas
greatly undermined the position of women in theietgc On the evil practice of purdah he said: “Winear | think of
women in purdah, cut off from the outside worldhvariably think of a prison or a zoo! How can dioa go ahead if half
of its population is kept hidden away in a kindpoison?” (Nehru, 2004, p. 172). Therefore, in Indiamen had to fight
many social evils, had to break many an inheritestam that enchains them and drags them down (G8pkdcted Works
of Jawaharlal Nehru, Vol.6, 1974, p. 218). Moregw@acording to Nehru the civilization, customs, ¢avad all been made
by man and whereas on the one hand man had takeincgoe to keep himself in a superior positionttenother hand, he
treated the woman as a chattel and a playthingetexploited for his own advantage and amusenieid)( Therefore,
“under this continuous pressure women has beenleitalgrow and to develop her capacities to hdeétl and then a
man has blamed her for her backwardne#isil. Hence Nehru stressed on the need for effectiveaion for women
which would train them to play an effective role alt professions and spheres and leading to theaneipation and

empowerment.

Though Nehru held the view that education wouldbémaomen to perform their traditional householtesoas
wives and, more importantly, as mothers in a beited more competent manner, however, he did naeagith the
education that would train women for householdetutind for the widely practiced profession of naaei He considered
this to be a limited and one-sided view of womeskication and did not believe in this idea of wolmesducation.
In 1928 he came down heavily on the report ofMladnila Vidyapith, Allahabad on the special instiantgiven to women
wherein: “it was laid down that while the man whs breadwinner, a woman'’s place was in the homehandleal should
be that of a devoted wife and nothing more. Heefclielight should be in skillfully rearing her atien and serving her
revered elders” (Gopal S., 1972, p. 362). Nehrorgtity disagrees with this idea of woman'’s life dueation interpreted it
to mean that “woman has one profession and one thayis the profession of marriage and it is chief business to train
her for this profession. Even in this professioar fot is to be one of secondary importance. Shavigys to be the
devoted helpmate, the follower and the obedienteskaf her husband and others” (lbid). Nehru viaedi “women’s
education as a means for breaking the confiningdrarof the household and the stereotypical roesally reserved for
women” (Jain & Mahan, 1996, p. 220). Therefore, Nedbelieved that “women should be given the bestdhfcation in
every department of human activity and be trainedptay an effective part in all professions and esph”
(Gopal, 1974, pp. 219-20). Only if the women wedeaated and economically self-reliant than womeargipation and

their empowerment was possible.

Nehru said “wherever girl's education was encoudage India, there was progress” (1968, p. 139).
Nehru was far-sighted enough to perceive womeniga&ibn as an important milestone of women empowatras it
would enable the women to face the challengespidrant their traditional role and change theieliEducation was a
powerful tool to change the position of women ie tociety. Moreover, Nehru strongly believed theg key to the
progress of the society and nation was women’'sathrcas is evident from his words: “If you educatman you educate
an individual, however, if you educate a woman wowcate a whole family. Women empowered means matloéa

empowered”. Attaching special significance to wommesducation he claimed that: “I have always beeongly of the
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opinion that while it may be possible or desiratleneglect men’s education it is not possible csidble to neglect
women’s education” (1958, p. 398). For Nehru pemgithat educating a woman was highly importantyfomen were
the ones who could mould the mind of the youngeregation and he also believed that women'’s edutdtam a wider
implication as by educating a woman, probably mewla also be affected thereby, and in any everthen would be
also affected. Further, he remarked that women tla@emakers of the country’s future, for childréime citizens-to-be,
have a natural inclination to imitate their mothdi they grow up and are able to think for theiwss”

(Gopal, 1993, p. 205). Therefore, education woulldlyfequip them to perform this role so as to méletter homes,

better families and a better society.

Nehru was a strong champion of the economic ematioipof women, for women could be strong and wdagdd
able to move forward only if women were economicditte and stable. He remarked: “Freedom dependsconomic
conditions, even more than political and if womamot economically free and self-earning she véildrto depend on her
husband or someone else, and dependents are nexef fie association of man and woman should Iperééct freedom
and perfect comradeship with no dependence of onth® other” (Gopal, 1974, p. 220). Further emptiagi on the
importance of education, he said: “By educationglam education and not merely learning to be ladylilearning to be
ladylike may be good in itself, but it is not edtioca as such. Education has mainly two aspectsum@llaspect which
makes a person grow, and the productive aspecthwhakes a person do things. Both are essentiatybwey should be
a producer as well as a good citizen and not aggon another person even though the other persgrbmone’s own
husband or wife... So it is highly necessary thatskeuld develop our education, among our girls nespecially,
because men are provided for to some extent” (19H8,401-402). Therefore, seen in this light, Nehansidered
education as the only key to the path of economiependence. Hence his speeches reiterated HisHait for women,
without economic freedom and mental freedom throeglucation, other aspects of gender equality waqurove
superficial (Thapar-Bjorkert, 2006, p. 79).

Nehru considered education to be an important tmahrds empowerment of women in every way. From the
economic point of view, a woman could be self-iéfnt and not dependent on others for her existdvioeeover, since
he believed that women could contribute to the preg of the society and nation, in this respeaication would again

play an important role in training them for thatpose.

The fact that Nehru gave importance to women'’s atiloie is evident from the way he provided educatmhis
only daughter Indira Nehru. Indira was born at tingee when the Indian national movement kept herilfamember’s
pre-occupied denied to her the love, care and taterwhich she required at the formative years ef bhildhood.
Her parents would often land up in prison, whict keer alone and secluded. But Jawaharlal Nehrdewhiprison took
upon the task of writing a series of letters (pshiid in the Glimpses of World History) to her whigdve her lessons
about history and about the ways and philosophiiffefHis letters to Indira were educative in natand sort of mental
training to her which would ultimately lead to lFanpowerment. In 1936 after his wife Kamala Nehdésath, Nehru left
eighteen year old Indira behind in Europe to lat pxersue her education there as he believed thaipEan education
“would give her the strength and the independeriaaind which were necessary in order to play a inlpublic life in
India” (Jayakar, 2014, pp. 83-84). Nehru had adréo make his daughter a prominent figure in thiglip life of India

and wanted her to play an active role in the bogdif the nation and this is evident in one oflgtters which he wrote to

| Impact Factor(JCC): 3.7985 - This article can be dowabtied fromwww.impactjournals.us |




| 220 Roshani Rhi

Indira where he said: “Many years ago | used t@auairéhat when you grow up, you also would play avéngart in what is
called public life in India, to shoulder this heawyrden, to help in putting brick upon brick in theilding of the India of
our dreams. And | wanted you to train and fit yelfrten body and mind for this engrossing task” (@lain 2005, p. 216).
In this way it can be seen that Nehru educatedhetaand inculcated in Indira leadership virtuesicwhthoroughly

empowered her to become a great leader and statesma

Therefore, Nehru's attitude towards women’s edocatias a reflection of his broad mindedness andthisig
conviction that educated women can play a very imamo role in the development of the society ane tountry.
He held the view that India would progress only wirea real sense Indian women'’s progress andathigd be possible
only if women were empowered and education waddbefor empowerment. Emphasizing on the role adiation in
training women for the task of nation building, $ad: “It has become very essential that women fnesducated so that
they can participate in national tasks in whicheway they can and benefit themselves as well as nttéon”
(Hasan, 2005, p. 122).

According to Nehru education would lead to empowartrof women and this would also enable women &g pl
an important role in the development process of dbentry. Hence, after independence under Nehrvésnkership,
various National Education Policies were formulaieg@rovide education to the women of India whiahuvd lead to their
empowerment. The University Commission headed hySDRadhakrishnan in 1948-49 was the first Cominrnsavhich
was set up after independence to inquire into dthreaUnderlining the supreme importance of womegdiication,
the Commission observed: “There cannot be an eedqgadrson without educating women. If general eiilarcdnad to be
limited to men and women, that opportunity shoutdgiven to women for then it would surely be passedo the next
generation.” (1950, p. 343). Moreover, providingieation facilities to women was one of the primacarns under the
Five Year Plans under Nehru's Premiership. As altethere was a rise in the enrolment of womercdafieges and

universities and growth of educational institutidoswomen.

The Constitution of India in 1950 gave to womdrfaidamental rights. While Article 14, 15(1), 16 &nd 2) and
19 bestowed on women equality before the law, éyuaf opportunity and the right to freedom of spleeto acquire,
hold and dispose of property and to practice amfegsion, Article 45 laid down that: “The State Islemdeavour to
provide, within a period of ten years from the coemrement of this Constitution, for free and comprylseducation for
all children until they complete the age of fourtgears.” The provision of free and compulsory edion for girls as well

as boys were a revolutionary development in olsti¢®agra, 2006, p. 269)
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CONCLUSIONS

In a speech, while laying the foundation stonehef danakidevi Mahavidyalaya, on 30 March 1960, haval
Nehru said: “The biggest revolution, however, wiime into this country through education, becdugives a new focus
to thinking and many things come out of it. Edumatis only coming up very fast in our country; lrat process it must be
remembered that women’s education can bring aboarte mevolutionary changes and its spread will brireyy
far-reaching results, because its effect will bé# fe every home and will thus go to the very roat society”
(Tagra, 2006, p. 282).

Thus, Nehru saw education as an important toolngbaverment of women for which intensive efforts aver
made during his Premiership to provide opportusité education to women and really boost up womediscation in
India in every respect. He wanted a revolution @men’s education in the country as the educatiomahen was vital to

the progress and prosperity of the country.
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