
Akropolis 2 (2018) 121-122

Obituary
Agni Vlavianos Arvanitis

(1936-2018)

Prof. Agni Vlavianos Arvanitis, President and Founder of the Biopolitics 
International Organization, passed away at her home in Athens in April 2018.

Prof. Arvanitis was born in Athens in 1936. She was educated at Barnard 
College (BSc), New York University (MSc) and University of Athens (PhD). In 
the early stages of her career she worked as a researcher and lecturer at the Mu-
seum of Natural History in New York, the University of California at Berkley, 
and the University of Athens. Arvanitis was also a visiting professor at Panteion 
University in Athens and an honorary professor at St Petersburg University.

Prof. Arvanitis arduously advocated safeguarding life on our planted, 
through the preservation of natural resources and biodiversity, the eradication of 
poverty, and the fundamental human right to a clean and safe environment. With 
these goals in mind Prof. Arvanitis founded the Biopolitics International Organ-
ization, headquartered in Athens. The Organization reached global recognition, 
with supporters and representatives in 165 countries around the world. Prof. Ar-
vanitis worked diligently on different kinds of activities, including developing in-
ternational policies, launching new educational programs, organizing conferenc-
es, workshops and other events. In 2004 she established a pioneering e-learning 
platform, free of charge, attended by 10.000 participants from 139 countries.

For her efforts, Arvanitis received a number of awards and recognitions. 
She was Fellow of the World Academy of Sciences and Arts, Fellow of the Vienna 
Economic Forum, President of the Hellenic Chapter of the Club of Rome, Mem-
ber of the Balkan Political Club, Vice President of the UNESCO-MAB Hellenic 
Committee, Member of the Hellenic Philosophical Society, and Goodwill Am-
bassador of the Greek Society for the Protection of Autistic People. In 1995 she 
was nominated for the Nobel Peace Prize, a proposal that was renewed several 
times and received letters of support from many countries around the world.
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Despite being an internationally oriented scholar and activist, she was con-
stantly aware of her Hellenic roots – she proposed the idea that every part of 
Greece should become a global center of the new values for the future: Athens for 
politics, Delphi for diplomacy, Kos for medicine, etc. In addition to hundreds of 
scientific articles, books and edited volumes, she published several poetry collec-
tions, a true testimony to her Greek sensibility.

Prof. Agni Arvanitis was also a great friend of Montenegro and a supporter 
of our Center for Hellenic Studies since its inception. She visited Montenegro 
several times, where she participated at conferences and meetings, constantly af-
firming good relations between Montenegro and Greece. One of her last books 
concerned sustainable agriculture and rural development in Montenegro, with 
a focus on soil quality and water protection, and was published in cooperation 
with the Montenegrin Academy of Sciences and Arts and the University of Mon-
tenegro.

Even though she was an internationally renowned scholar who maintained 
connections with global political and academic elites, she never lost her human 
face: Prof. Arvanitis was a kind, charming person, a good friend, and a parental 
figure to her young associates and students. Her brilliance and warmth will be 
deeply missed.
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