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INTRODUCTION

The imprisonment of V.O.C. and Siva made a veryagimpact upon the people of Tirunelveli,
witnessed the Tirunelveli Riots, etc. Having sekrihese the British wanted to protect their ingtré hey went
with a two prolonged approach in dealing with tla¢ional patriot V.O.C.

¢ By humiliating and ill-treating him, inhumanly irfhé prison, with an eye to break his back bone

courage, determination and patriotism i.e., opjpoessside the prison.

¢ By taking measures to curb all his influence angdytarity in the down south among the people. T
wanted to suppress the Swadeshi movement and fidrichthe down south, namely the ‘Swades
Navigation Company’. Pillai was treated very unceoeiously and the torture inflicted on him we

numerous in prisons.
OPPRESSION INSIDE

Chidambaram Pillai spent most of his jail life inet Coimbatore Central Jail. Due to the torturo
sufferings in the prison Chidambaram Pillai waswgng weaker day by day. When he went to prisonwegght
was 130 pounds. But, within six months after higrisonment, his weight had come by 27 pounds awdrbe

very weak.

While Pillai was struggling for life, the jail supetendent, E. H. Gadsden, ordered him to do arslu
labour. Chidambaram Pillai was made to draw oikprike a beast, with fetters on his hands and. legsas
reported in India on 28 November, 1908 as quotddwbée'Alas! The heart flutters when we think of Hisuel

treatment and the hand trembles when we write about

He was even fainted while working. Pillai did nbes tears thinking of the miseries that he haslféer.
While he was toiling with the country type oil-milie imagined as if he was going round the divinede of free

Bharathamatha and also spent his time in literargyat.
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He was able to complete the translation of the Bhdgbook “As a man thinketh” by James Alien under title
“Manampol Valvu' and the proceeds of the sale wasngto his family for their upkeep and the Indiadtled in South

Africa also a few people in India helped the fanidy their maintenance.

Although he had been sentenced to transportatenyds kept in Indian jail since the governmentrafid has
prohibited deportation of prisoners to Andamansabise of overcrowding in the jails there. V.O.C. miited several
petitions to the Madras Government, the Indian Gawent and His Majesty, King emperor expressing tieacould not
bear and tolerate the inhuman treatments causeithtn prison and requesting that he be transpdddtle Andamans or
at least to some other jails. Through the newspdberhorrible prison life of V.O.C. spread out@er south and all the

youths were very furious about it.

He was beaten horribly and a voncit who involvedirunelveli was forced to eat even human excrd@had
also said that meals served out to him was futhafl and stone particles; and though all this wpented to the Inspector

General of Police, no notice was taken up on it.

One day in prison, the Jailor asked V.O.C to dowbek of a Scavenger. Pillai refused to do thisreakthe risk
of his life. When he was undergoing the sentend@dimbatore prison, V.O.C. had anticipated a tesismtion with the
Jailor. One night Sivakasi Arumugam Pillai, VaduRamanand some other senior convicts also came @CV.and
offered refreshments to him and one day Chidamb&iai, went to the jail office where Vaduhu Ransaluted him, on
seeing this the jailor threatened Raman would besped if he show respect to V.O.C. Raman got diggliwith this,
consulted with this, consulted with three convigtgl planned to murder the jailor, superintendedttae Doctor, on the
next morning supervision. Nevertheless, by the@daf Arumugam Pillai the three convicts approactigd.C. and asked

his permission to murder them.

But V.O.C. advised them not to do any harm to thpeBintendent, but they could make the Jailor ld@sgob.
The three convicts accepted the same and went a@my23" August, 1908 at about 3p.m. However, three cosavict
attacked the Jailor. There was an outbreak ofamobng other convicts. The Superintendent and thdemaopened fire.
One convict died and 6 others were injured.” Thmiadstration suspected Chidambaram Pillai’s invakest and it was
felt it was rescue an attempt to make Pillai taapscfrom the Jail. Then Pillai was transferred ami@nore Jail due to this

reason. He was lodged in Cannanore Jail in 1911.

Mr. Reeze, a member of the British Parliament,egiquestions in the British Parliament on the feitg days
9.6.1909, 18.8.1909 he asked the Government abeutorture and inhuman treatment meted out on M@.®. only
evasive replies were given to him. This debate ¢inbudo light the deplorable sub-standard conditionghe jails of

Madras Presidency. But the Parliament did not givesponsible reply to his queries.
SUPPRESSION OUTSIDE

When V.0O.C. was in prison, there was a lot of hajpmgs outside the prison. The Swadeshi Navigatiom@any
underwent many problems and finally it was woundwithin a short period. The affected British menghaore minds,
who knowing the support of the authorities had ubedr influence in all possible ways to crush 8wadeshi Navigation
Company.

They wired to the Registrar of the Joint Stock Campto prosecute the Swadeshi Navigation Compérey

had failed to produce their half yearly balanceesthBecause of lacking of the forceful organizingye of Chidambaram
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Pillai who is not there to hold the company this@maged the British merchants of their much lorajted readiness to
use this opportunity to their gain. Due to thissag the progress of the company was not so goddnatead it slowly

became defunct.

Mr. Ashe and Mr. Wynch seemed to have a deternginatd crush the Swadeshi Navigation Company as a
revenge against the troubles they faced like thalcmills strike, which Mr. Ashe felt was due toetlactivities of

Chidambaram Pillai on the information given by Eigopean merchants.

Moreover Mr. Rengaswamy, advocate, also had a sksou with him secretly in this connection aftee th
imprisonment of V.O.C. and the managers of the Qdils and British Navigation Company also inforth&ir. Ashe in

the same way against V.O.C. Hence Ashe wantedl&ovgith his European brethren.

The continued confrontation between Swadeshi N#&eigaCompany and British Navigation Company made th
people to suffer and it was a very significant fiett the shareholders and directors of the Swadiesligation Company
have begun to entertain grave fears both as redghedsoney in the shape of shares and the actigargment upon

Chidambaram Pillai.

As the British had done to impede the work of the@eshi Company, the officers of the Tuticorin godvented
one of the Swadeshi steamers from sailing, onnasfliground that it did not satisfy some port rulEsis had created an

alarm in the minds of the many shareholders otthmapany who had feared the worst state of the cagpa

With a view to quell the Swadeshi Navigation Compahe British Navigation Company resorted of altts of
tactics. The British Navigation Company made aetemwnvention with Railway authorities that cono@ssates for goods

transshipped by they would be allowed in the Rajlimeluding Ceylon Railways.

The Swadeshi Navigation Company needed further Suiodkeep it going. The great poet Bharathi in his
magazine, ‘India’, requested the people to extelhafatheir help and support for the maintenancetld Swadeshi

Shipping Company.

Slowly the Swadeshi Navigation Company began tgu#sh, and the company showed an unsatisfactoanbal
sheet for the year ending 31, March 1909. Underfitm@ncial strains, the Swadeshi Navigation Companid her
“Galliahship” to the British-India Navigation Compga This sale news affected V.O.C. very much in phison. This
‘Surrender’ came like a shock to the nationalistidnrand persons like Bharathi, who was in voluntatje in Pondicherry,
exclaimed it would have been sunk in the Bay of dn The Swadeshi Navigation Company failed bezafsthe

hostility of the Government and the promoters lactktee business ability and experience.

However, it is an apparent that not only was thegebamental indifferent to the Industrial developméiut under
the influence of European commercial and indusinigdrests, it was generally antagonistic to theettjpment of the

shipping industry in India.

The conviction of V.0.C. and Siva, witnessed theasimg and death of four persons during Tirunelvielis on
13" March, 1908, and the gradual failure of the Swatl&seamship Company and the repressive measuteashed by
the government had a profound impact in the mirfdseople and it made radical youths to get unitegbther and they
formed a revolutionary organization called ‘Bhaeatfiatha Sangam’. The members took a pledge willinglsacrifice

their health, wealth and their lives for the caakthe nation.
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The Militant youths who had taken refuge in Pondich maintained contacts with the other Indian
revolutionaries in London, Paris and other foreigmintries, and as well as in India. The revoluti@sain Tamil Nadu

were led by V. D. Sawarkar’ trusted lieutenant \V.S/ lyer and they propagated terrorism.

Meanwhile, Ashe became the collector of Tirunel@istrict. The agitators in Pondicherry resolvedtaie
vengeance on him for the atrocities committed by when he was a sub-collector, and they plannediltchim,
accordingly collector Ashe was assassinated dhJiihe, 1911, while travelling in train to Kodaikinby a radical
militant patriotic youth, by name Mr. Vanchinathah Maniyachi Junction, and he also immediatelygitted suicide by
the help of his pistol on search by the authorites of the letters in his shirt pocket indicatedtthe had planned to

assassinate Mr. Ashe only because he was respmfwilthe great cruelty inflicted upon ChidambarRitai.

The news of the assassination of collector Asltexltred the ears of Pillai. He did not like the yoamgn losing
their valuable lives by following violent path, are felt that this method cannot bring an end t® British rule.
Meanwhile the questions of Royal Clemency to thisgmers on the occasion of coronation durbar wasnined on 16
August 1911. The criminal Investigation Departmstatted that Pillai was a thoroughly disloyal mand dne was the

instigating factor in the murder of Ashe, hencera@acy to him was totally unjustifiable.

The Tirunelveli District Magistrate also had themgaopinion and stated that V.O.C. had many admizes
sympathizers in the district. However, the Govethaeauncil was prepared to suspend the sentende®@fC on certain

conditions. But the suspension did not materiadizé only a remission of 6 months was granted.

The sufferings of V.O.C. became more public when BIr Subrathnam who was confined in the Caimanore
prison, was released on 21.11.1911, wrote to th®Edf ‘The Hindu about the pathetic treatmentvo©.C. The latter
was transferred about a year back to Cannanorerpead he lost more than 20lbs on account beingputagi diet.
Initially when Ragi diet was introduced he refuseceat by starving one full day for which he wasgefi three days to the
original punishment, finally he had to Succumb. Tl& of prisoners, Mr. R. J. Machamara, admitteat {Chidambaram
Pillai has lost six pounds of weight. Of all théeghtions and counter exploitations, anything éackhat is V.O.C. has lost

weight in many pounds with the introduction of reggt.
CONCLUSIONS

At last, he was released from Cannanore Jail hit. 1912. He earned the following remission,raigsion of
92 days out of which ‘37" days was cancelled far gdfences committed on different occasions. Resiis by way of
proclamation for 6 months. Accession for 3 moné#rg] Delhi Durbar 6 months. Totally the remissiomeao one year, 3

months and 55 days.

Before releasing him, the Government of Madras mdea careful watch over V.O.C. After his releaie,
instructed that such, watch should be unobtrusiek ihhe showed signs of renewing seditions agitate more open
surveillance would be necessary and if any peoplinftuence associated with him, the District orbSDivisional

Magistrate should send for them and warn them.” 8fart was made to isolate

The measures taken by the government, both ingsideatside the prison had its own effect, and éviglent on
his release, and when Chidambaram Pillia came foilitegjail, there was little reception. This wastmps because of the

fear of the government or of the changed polititelosphere or probably both.
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